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History of Marinduque during the Philippine Struggle against Foreign Invaders 


History writers wrote and rewrote the history of the Philip- 
pines, but failed to mention the bravery, unity, discipline, aggres- 
siveness, and sound strategy of Mainduquefos in time of combat. 

Without the painstaking efforts of history researchers to in- 
clude the golden era of Marinduque gracing the pages of history 
books,; the succeeding generations will be deprived of learning how 
our forefathers offered their lives to fight for independence and to 
preserve peace and unity that we now enjoy 

Conscious of my average intelligence and limitations with less 
experience in the art of writing, but relying on the grace of the God for 
endowing me with a keen memory. I dragged a chair towards my 
writing table and pondered on whether to write or not to write. At 
this juncture, a vehicle stopped in front of our house, and three per- 
sons stepped out of the car and proceeded to our house and I recog- 
nized them to be Mr. Dindo Asuncion, my nephew Tonton Mon- 
teagudo together with his niece; all from the provincial office. 

After exchanging warm greetings, Mr. Asuncion tells about the 
intention of their coming over, that Gov. Carmencita Reyes wanted 
me to write the history of Marinduque which will be printed into a 
book. My first response was negative, believing I might not be equal 
to the task. Spark-plugged however, with their adamant persuasion, 
I gave way to their insistent pleading. Mustering all my courage I an- 
swered positively to them that I will try my best to write. 

Reeling off in retrospect Marinduque has its dark and golden 
moments in history of its participation in our country’s struggle for 
independence. 
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Sa punto ng pakikipagsangkot ng iba't-ibang pook sa kapulu- 
an (mula sa panulat ni Milagros Guerero et al. “Andres Bonifacio 
and the 1896 Revolution” 4 Mayo 2014), malinaw na bagama't 
maaring sabihin na ang mga malaking labanan ay naganap sa lun- 
dayan ng kapangyarihan- ang Maynila at mga karatig lalawigan 
nito, hindi dapat ipagwalang bahala ang pakikisangkot ng iba pang 
mga pook sa kapuluan sa himagsikang Kamindanawan, magiting 
na tumugon ang bayan sa simulaing bayan. 

Ano ang naging ambag ng Marinduque sa pakikisangkot na ito? 


(Excerpt from the “History and Culture of Boac, Francisco J. Labay, “circa 1978”) 


When Teodoro Plata and Procopio Bonifacio went to Marinduque to organize elements of 
Katipunan and solicit for financial help, the elements of organized Katipunan were headed by 
Basilio Mendez and Victoria Mendez stationed in Bintakay, Mogpog and Katipunan members 
under Kang Bindoy or Herminigildo Flores in Sta. Cruz, Torrijos sector. 


An encounter ensued between the Katipuneros-Spanish troop 
in Bintakay, Mogpog. The Marinduqueno troops were led by Basilio 
Mendez, Tranquilino Lacdao, and a certain Medenilla. In the early 
part of the battle, the Marinduquefos were on the winning side be- 
cause they were well-entrenched on top of the hills of Bintakay 
(now Mendez Mountain-bearing the name of the Katipunan leader). 
Soon the tide of the battle turned in favor of the Spaniards, when a 
Filipino Isidro Labao turned friendly to Spain, thus becoming a trai- 
tor to the Filipino cause. He guided the Spanish troop composed of 
Casadores (Spanish trained Filipino soldiers) to dislodge the Kati- 
puneros from their trenches. At this juncture, Basilio Mendez or- 
dered their forces to retreat towards Sta. Cruz. 

Some of the Katipunan members, including Herminigildo Flo- 
res, leader of the Sta.Cruz sector, were imprisoned at the Casa Real 
in Boac. Basilio Mendez together with Victoria Mendez (named 
Gabriela Silang of Marinduque) reorganized the remnant of the Ka- 
tipunan members. Soon they were again active in pursuing their 
quests for freedom. 
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Mendez planned to retrieve the members imprisoned at the 
Casa Real at Boac. They set their plan to be executed during the 
fiesta of Sto. Rosario on October. He deemed it wise to carry on his 
plan, believing that, while the populace will be busy celebrating the 
fiesta, they have a better chance to free their comrades out from 
their cells. But, the event prove to be unlucky for the Filipinos, a 
certain mestizo by the name of Manrique betrayed the Filipino 
fighters, After divulging their KKK plan to the Spanish authorities 
to free the prisoners, they were preempted and many of them were 
taken prisoners. These culprits and those who helped in attempting 
to free the prisoners were executed on November 1, 1878. To com- 
memorate this dark moments in our history, they named the two 
adjacent streets -10 de Oktubre Street and 1de Noviembre Street, 
respectively. (Excerpt from Mrs. Adoracion Selda, History of 
Marinduque, 1968) 

The Philippine Revolution and the uprising inspired by the 
Katipunan has reached the island of Marinduque. Records revealed 
that Gen. Bindoy or Hermingildo Flores organized the Katipunan in 
Marinduque in 1896 together with Teodoro Plata, Secretary of War 
of KKK, a comrade of Bonifacio. By the end of 1896 he went directly 
to Gasan by way of Calapan Mindoro. He hid in the house of 
Kabesang Pio Sotto. The Spanish authority seemed to be fully 
aware of Don Teodoro Plata's activities. Thus, they went directly to 
the Municipal building and proceeded to the house of Kabesang 
Pio. They searched his house but were not able to find their quest, 
so they look for Kabesang Pio. He was found hiding in a calesa, pre- 
sumably going to the barrio. Eventually, he was brought to the mu- 
nicipal building and was subjected to a rigorous interrogations 
about the whereabouts of Don Teodoro Plata. Finding no positive 
clue that would help their mission, the Spanish soldiers sent 
Kabesang Pio to Calapan, Mindoro to be imprisoned. 

Prominent people suspected of being linked to Plata were 
picked-up, thus suffered mental anguish and unrest. 
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After a long search, Teodoro Plata was captured. The people 
were full of pity and compassion, but helpless and could not do an- 
ything. Plata was brought to Calapan, Mindoro and then to Manila. 
On February 8, 1897, Teodoro Plata was shot together with several 
others. 

The capture of Teodoro Plata led to the release of Kabesang 
Pio Sotto who returned immediately to Marinduque. The capture of 
Teodoro Plata also revealed to the Spanish authorities that Marin- 
duque was a strategic base for revolution site. Many Spanish sol- 
diers were dispatched to subdue them. Don Pedro Sevilla was the 
town head during this period. 

That the Philippine uprising reached Marinduque is a recorded 
fact, though, with apology we do not blame early history writer did 
not venture to research on their unpublished record. I hope, however, 
with the painstaking effort of this, budding writer, will soon find its 
way to the printed pages of history books. 

The organization of the Katipunan was led by General Bindoy 
widely known as Kang Bindoy or Herminigildo Flores, a former Go- 
bernadorcillo. He was assisted by Katipunan Secretary of War, Te- 
odoro Plata in 1896. The Marinduque revolutionist was termed 
“Insurrectos” by the Spanish authorities. Most of the bloody en- 
counter between the “Insurrectos” and the Spanish soldiers hap- 
pened at Boac, Mogpog, Sta. Cruz and Torrijos. No encounter was 
ever recorded in Gasan, since it is the port of entry from Calapan of 
the Casadores, (Spanish soldiers) in search of wanted katipuneros. 
The Spanish conquerors selected Boac Tribunal as their headquar- 
ters, while the Marinduque “Insurrectos” had theirs in Sta. Cruz. 

In the middle of April 1890, the Spanish casadores left Marin- 
duque (Boac) and set sailed for Calapan Mindoro, due to their de- 
feat in this island. 
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The Filipino-American War in Marinduque (4899-1901) 


Matapos ang marangyang inagurasyon ng republika ng 
Malolos, ang bagong tatag na pamahalaan ay naharap sa mga ma- 
bibigat na suliranin. Sa paglisan ng mga sandatahang mga Kastila 
sa Marinduque, lubos ang kasiyahan ng mga mamamayan, 
damang-dama ang kalayaan ngunit tuloy pa rin ang paghahanda. 
Ang dating militar na inorganisa noong 1898 sa utos ng Kastilang 
Gobernador Heneral Agustin ay sumapi sa puwersa ni Hen. 
Aguinaldo. Ang pwersang ito ay kinumberting isang batalyon na 
binubuo ng 500 kalalakihan sa pamumuno ni Medyor Vicente 
Madrigal. 

While the Filipino- Hispano-battles were raging in Marindu- 
que and other parts of the Philippines- American Warship “Maine” 
was blown up in Havana Harbor (February 15, 1898) which 
prompted the U.S. Congress to declare war against Spain. Conse- 
quently, Commodore George Dewey sailed to Manila Bay and de- 
stroyed the Spanish Fleet. Manila surrendered on August 13, 1898, 
ending Spanish sovereignty in the Philippines, and on December 
10, 1898, a Treaty ceding the Philippines to the U.S. was signed in 
Paris. 

This treaty was ratified the following year, but the Filipinos 
rejected the rule of another foreign power. 

Maituturing ang pinakamabigat na unos na kinahaharap ni 
Aguinaldo ay ang pagtalikod ng itinuturing niyang kaibigan, ang 
Amerika. Ang pakikipagtulungan at kagandahang loob na ipinakita 
ng mga Pilipino sa mga Amerikano ay ginantihan nang pataksil na 
pagbaril ng tatlong sundalong Pilipino na ang tanging kasalanan 
lamang ay ang pagtawid sa lupa na kung tutuusin ay kanila na- 
mang pagmamay-ari. Ang tagpong ito ang ginamit ng im- 
peryalistang Amerikano upang tuluyang ilantad ang kanilang tunay 
na hangarin sa bansa. 


Kuwento ni Lolo Kiko: The Battle oi Paye and The Battle oi Pulang Lupa 


The force and tenacity of the Filipino spirit 


Sa kabila nito, pinilit pa rin ni Aguinaldo na ayusin ang rela- 
syon ng kanyang gobyerno sa puwersang Amerikano. Batid ni 
Aguinaldo na sa yugtong ito ng ating kasaysayan ay hindi natin 
kailangan ng panibagong kaaway. Ang pagpapakumbabang 
aksyong ito ni Aguinaldo ay hindi pinahalagahalagahan ng mga 
Amerikano at sa halip buong pagmamayabang na winika pa nga ng 
bagong punong militar ng Amerika sa Pilipinas na si General Elwell 
S. Otis ang ganito: 

“The fighting would have to continue to the grim end. (Hango 
sa Richard O'Connor: Pacific Destiny An Informal History of the 
U.S. In the Far East (1776-1968) (Little Brown) 

Dalawang araw matapos ang malagim na kaganapan noong 
Pebrero 4, 1899, ang kasunduan sa Paris na nagsasalin ng ka- 
pangyarihan ng Espanya sa Estados Unidos ay pormal na ni- 
ratipikahan ng Senado ng Amerika. Dahil dito ay nabigyan ng legal 
na basehan ang imperyalismong ambisyon ng Amerika sa Asia- 
Pasipiko, partikular na sa Pilipinas. Ang nakalulungkot ginamit 
ang pangyayaring ito upang isulong ang ekspansyon pang-ibang 
dagat ng Amerika. Patunay ito ng ipinahayag nina Storey at 
Lichauco na nagsasabi ng ganito: 

“When the attack was made before the Treaty of Paris the 
senate and the United State had no title, whatsoever to the island. 
The Filipinos on the other hand certainly had the right to live in 
their own country and to defend themselves when attacked. Yet the 
skillful use of the word “insurreto” in 1899 and during the years 
that followed carried an entirely false impression to the people of 
United States was deception, pure and simple. (Hango sa Gripaldo, 
et al, 2003, pah. 182.) 

Mula mismo sa mga pahayag ng mga nakasaksi tulad nina 
Private William Grayson na nagwika ng: 

“Ang kasumpa-sumpang katigasan ng ulo ng kanyang mga 

opisyales na Amerikano sa pagpasok sa teritoryong Pilipino ang 

pinagmulan ng barilan.” 
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Gayundin ang mga naging pahayag nina Felipe Agoncillo at 
mismong si Heneral Otis na ang mga opisyal at ilang sundalo ng 
gabing iyon ay nasa sinehan at nasa sayawan nang maganap ang 
pagbaril sa mga sundalong Pilipino. Paano nga naman na mag- 
sisimula ng digmaan ang mga Pilipino gayong nakikipagsiyahan 
ang marami nitong opisyales. Gayon din, batid ni Aguinaldo na 
hindi sapat ang kakayahan ng kanyang hukbo upang tapatan ang 
superior na armas ng mga Amerikano. Ang karamihan sa mga 
sandata ng mga rebolusyunaryo ay pinaglumaan na tulad ng Mau- 
ser, Remington, at magazine rifles samantalang ang armas ng mga 
sundalong Amerikano sa panahong iyon ay maiituring na pinaka- 
moderno tulad ng Krag-Jorgensen rifles. Kung susuriin,ang tanging 
kalamangan lamang ng mga sundalong Pilipino ay ang kaalaman 
sa lugar(terrain) kung kaya't ang naging mabisang paraan para ta- 
patan ang pwersang Amerikano ay sa pamamagitan ng pakikidig- 
mang gerilya.Ang mga Amerikano ay hindi sanay sa ganitong 
paraan ng pakikidigma kung kaya bagama't maliit na tagumpay 
naging sakit ng ulo ng mga Amerikano ang ganitong gawain. 

While the Filipino force led by Aguinaldo seemed hopeless, 
forces stationed in Marinduque were staunch in their cause. 

A fighting force made up of Infantry and militia units were 
redial for the war, Governor Lardizabal dispatched Militia Officer 
Maximo Abad and Pedro Madrigal to the headquarters of General 
Mariano Trias in Cavite to confer on militar matters. 

At San Pedro, Laguna the two officers first met with General 
Artemio Ricarte who was at that time in Makati. General Ricarte 
furnished them with guides for the Cavite trip to San Francisco de 
Malabon (now General Trias). Maximo Abad and Madrigal handed 
the letter of Governor Martin Lardizabal to General Mariano Trias 
and a closed door conference followed. The two officers left the 
same day via Mindoro carrying with them confidential information. 
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They reached Naujan, Mindoro on February 22 carried by a 
fishing boat and sailed to Boac the same day. On the afternoon of 
February 23, the Provincial Council was convened by the Governor. 
Present were Don Eduardo Nepomuceno -delegado de Justicia, Don 
Calixto Nieva -delegado de Policia, and Don Tomas Roque -delegado 
de Hacienda. Don Eduardo Nepomuceno opened the papers to dis- 
close the contents. One paper was an order appointing Governor 
Martin Lardizabal as Commandant of the Revolutionary Force of 
Marinduque, and the other, an order to make the existing infantry 
unit a complete Infantry Battalion and the existing Militia Unit as 
one complete Militia Battalion. 
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BATTLE OF PAYE 
(Balimbing, Boac, Marinduque) 


Through reading and interviews made by the writers, the fore- 
most of which was the significant transfer of documents from the 
Old Military Branch, National Archive, Washington D.C. to the Boac 
Trailers, (Reputed to be the first organized troop of Boy Scout in 
the Philippines at Boac, Marinduque). This sequential arrangement 
of events presented include even those almost forgotten but very 
significant historic event in the Sitio of Paye, Balimbing, Boac, Ma- 
rinduque - The Battle of Paye. 

During the Filipino-American war, Filipino resistance activi- 
ties were not confined in mainland Luzon. War also spread to many 
places in the Archipelago. 

Marinduque can boast of her freedom fighters: Colonel Maxi- 
mo Abad, a native of Imus, Cavite a veteran officer of General Emil- 
io Aguinaldo’s Revolutionary Army and Don Martin Lardizabal, Mili- 
tary Governor of Marinduque. These two organized resistance 
movement in the province with troops of 220 men and carried on 
guerrilla warfare against the invaders. 

The Americans, upon learning of the resistance in Marinduque, 
sent detachment of their volunteers to the Island. 

Here is an excerpt from the report of 1st Lt. Horace M. Reeve 
to Maj. Gen. J.C. Bates, U.S.V Southern Luzon. 


United States Troops in the island are the following, Company A , 
Twenty-ninth Infantry, U.S.V (Lieutenant Wells) 

garrisoning Boac, since April 25, 1900, Company F. 

Twenty-ninth Infantry (Capt. Shields) garrisoning Sta. Cruz 
since June 5, 1900. 
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Two months after their landing in Laylay, Boac, on April 25, 
1900, there was no armed clash between the Filipinos and the 
Americans since a truce was declared between both camps. During 
this period, a peace talk was held, but it turned out unsuccessful. 
The occupation of the American troops started their harassing tac- 
tics. They burned “camarins” of palay in many places in Boac 
aimed at starving the insurgents and discouraging the civilians 
from helping them. After they successfully burned the palay in the 
western barrios of Boac, they ventured to do the same in the east- 
ern part of the town. 

At dawn on July 31, 1900, an American patrol led by Lt. 
Wells and under the guidance of R.D. Mackey, an Englishman, they 
went out to reconnoiter the interior part of the island. Fortunately, 
Filipino insurgents learned of the movement of this patrol as it was 
detected by Bernard, brother of Zacarias Manrique, one of the regu- 
lar soldiers of Captain Teofilo Roque, when the patrol approached 
the river near Sawi. 

Here is an account of Andres Manrique, the surviving brother 
of Bernardo and Zacarias. 

In the morning of July, 1900, at about 5:00, my brother Bernar 

do, headed for the town to buy some provisions for the Filipino 

guerillas stationed at Balimbing in Cabesang Cito Manrique's 
house. Upon discovering the presence of the American patrol, 
he steered back his mount passing through a different but 
shorter trail to avoid detection. He immediately notified Capt. 

Teofilo Roque of the presence of the American Patrol in Sawi 

and informed him of the energy's approximate strength. 


Bernardo's statement was corroborated by the report of Mau- 
ro Malcos, a lookout stationed in the crest of the northern side of 
Pulang Tubig, who spotted the same patrol approaching the river 
near Bamban. 
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The Americans reached Paye at about 6:00 AM. They bivou- 
acked at the foot of the hill near Pulang Tubig ridge where they pre- 
pared for breakfast. 

Meanwhile, anticipating the Americans' next move, Capt. 
Roque and the other officers of the Second Guerilla Unit Lieuten- 
ants Pedro Torres, Gumersindo dela Santa, Crisanto Lozano, and 
Crispin Chavez, perfected their battle plans. His guerilla force was 
composed of 88 men armed with obsolete rifles and a hundred civil- 
ians equipped with bolos, spears and “garrotes” who came from dif- 
ferent barrios of Boac and Mogpog. 

Considering the favorable terrain and their knowledge of it to 
their advantage, Captain Roque and his staff decided to make their 
stand at Paye. (Today known as the Old Tianggihan). His men were 
divided into two groups. The first group under Captain Roque occu- 
pied Northern hill; the second led by Lt. Pedro Torres, in the East- 
ern Hill, the range overlooking the trail to Bantay. A courier was 
also sent to the Guerilla camp in Naparil to notify Capt. Cayetano 
Vida, better known as Alapaap, of the planned ambush. 

Having finished their breakfast and ample rest, the patrol un- 
der Lt. Wells, with R.D. Mackey, as guide, reconnoitered the riv- 
erbed trail leading to Bantay. It was about 8:00 A.M. when they en- 
tered Pulang Tubig, Paye and the battle between the American in- 
vaders and that of Capt. Roque was on. With raw courage and mo- 
bility, the forces under Roque matched the enemy's heavy fire for 
their weaponry. It was past noon when they had their enemies in 
full retreat. 

Here is an account of the battle by Ignacio Magcamit, an eye 
witness, who at that time was the Cabesa of Balagasan. 


“When the battle started I was at the upper part of the river, ready to 
set up my fish trap (baklad). The insurgents who were well en 
trenched in the hills opened fire at the Americans at the riverbank 
leaving them with no place to seek cover so they ducked in the river. 
(continued on next page) 
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They were at the mercy of hostile fire of the insurgents at vantage 
points in the crest of the hills. The superior Krag-Jorgesen rifles of the 
American proved ineffective, being in the opposite bank, they seemed 
no match to the insurgents who were high on the ridge of the hills on 
the opposite side of the river (at presents the road going to Bantay 
passes through this ridge). 


In the groves of Lubtob trees were I sought cover, I saw the 
American soldiers retreating in the direction of Barrio Bamban, I 
crawled out from my hiding place and went to the open to observe. 
Due to the hostile vegetation covered with thick with sapinit, a thorny 
vine and sprawling lipa, a nettled plant) they retreated in different 
directions, some fired their guns aimlessly. A few moments later, I felt 
a pain in my buttocks and discovered I was hit by a stray bullet, the 
scar of which I bear for the rest of my life. I learned later from our sol 
dier that an American was killed near a bamboo grove in Balagasan, 
another American named Wellcuff was killed in barrio Dangan, and 
the news of Mackey’s capture and that of the two American corporals 
spread to the neighboring barrios of Bamban, Katubugan, Mainit and 
the interior barrios.” 


During this fierce engagement, the American invaders weak ened 
after three soldiers were killed and three corporals were lost including 
Mr. R. D. Mackey to the Filipino defenders. It was dusk when the Filipi- 
nos had full control of those three captured enemies who were led to 
their station in Balimbing passing through the 

vicinal road from Bamban. 


Here is an excerpt from the report of first Lt. Horace M. Reeve, Third 
U.S. Infantry Aide-de-Camp, as contained in his report to major general 
J.C. Bates, U.S.V. commanding General of Southern Luzon, Manila P.I. 


In an engagement about seven miles from Boac, the Garrison (Company A, 
Twenty-Ninth Infantry) had lost two corporals captured by the insurgents; 
with them was a captured Englishman, Mr. R.D. Mackey. 
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Organization of the Infantry Battalion and the Militia Battalion 


The order of General Trias of the Southern Luzon Command to or- 
ganize one infantry battalion and one militia battalion were at once imple- 
mented. The original infantry unit of the revolutionists was converted into 
two infantry companies that were armed. These two companies were com- 
posed of men from Boac, Santa Cruz, Gasan and Torrijos. They went 
through military training inside as well as in the outskirt of the town of 
Boac. 


The original infantry unit of the revolutionists were provided with 80 
Mauser guns (5 shots) each, 50 Remington guns (one shot each) 6 mura- 
tas, 6 rifles, 4 shotguns and 30 mini guns. Each infantry company in the 
new set-up was then apportioned 88 firearms. 


The militia unit, which was organized in 1898 by order of the Span- 
ish governor General Agustin, later defected to General Aguinaldo’s forces. 
It was converted into one militia battalion composed of 500 men under the 
command of Major Vicente Madrigal. The Militia was given the primary 
duty of guarding. 


Other duties were assigned to the battalion by the commandant of 
the revolutionist force in Marinduque. The Militia men went through train- 
ing twice a week since they were performing sentinel works at the port and 
other camp duties. 
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The eyewitness account of Ignacio Magcamit was corroborated by the 
account given by Luis Mercolesia. What follows is an account of Elias 
Labay, a resident of the place when the said battle happened. 


I was 11 years old during the Battle of Paye. The prisoner 
Mackey was led by Mercolesia and his two companions, Nazon and 
Matre. I even tasted the bread of Mackey. 


Because of their defeat, in retaliation, the enemy inflicted atrocities 
against the civilian population. They burned some houses in Mataas na 
Bayan, Boac, which included those owned by Dorotea Ledesma and Santi- 
ago Ledesma, a regular soldier of the Filipino insurgents. 


Here is an excerpt of lst Lt. Horace M. Reeve, Third U.S. Infantry, 
Aide-de-camp, contained in his report to J.C Bates, U.S.V. Commanding 
General of the Southern Luzon, Manila, P.I. 


Part of the town near the church was burned July 31, 1900, and on the same 
date, in an engagement about 7 miles from Boac, the garrison (company A 
Twenty-ninth Infantry) had lost two corporals captured by insurgents, with 
them was captured an Englishman, Mr. R.D. Mackey. 


The American prisoners including Mr. R.D. Mackey were taken to 
the insurgents’ camp at Naparil, a sitio of Tugos, Boac, Marinduque. The 
camp was under the command of Capt. Cayetano Vida and Lt. Pedro Mad- 
rigal. They were later turned over to the chief of operations, Col. Maximo 
Abad at his Headquarters in Payanas, Torrijos, Marinduque. 


As mentioned by Director Alfredo T. Mendoza et al, in their article, 
“The Battle of Pulang Lupa”- In Retrospect. “The Americans captured in the 
Battle of Paye were used as decoy to draw Capt. Shields and his troops into 
a trap at Pulang Lupa which ended in the surrender of the whole American 
troops to the Filipino defenders” 
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Here is an account of Capt. Shields regarding the two American pris- 
oners captured at Paye which read in part. 


At 500 yards we saw approximately 20 well-armed Filipino Insurgents. We 
open fired on them but they did not retaliate. We did not have a successful 
pursuit because of the terrain. I burned their garrison containing a large 
quantity of rice and found letters and other evidences of the two American 
soldiers the insurgents had captured in a recent engagement with Company 
A, Twenty-ninth Infantry. 


Several attempts were made by the American troops to rescue their 
Comrade-in-arms, but all these attempt failed. This is clear evidence that 
guerrilla warfare, carried on by the Marinduque insurgents was well 
planned and well-organized. 


The victory achieved by the insurgents in Paye became the inspira- 
tion and battle cry of the Revolutionary forces in Marinduque who inflicted 
more major reverses to the American troops. What happened to the Ameri- 
can prisoners captured at Paye? 


Following the negotiations between high ranking Americans and Fili- 
pino military authorities, Gen. Hare on the American side and Lt. Col. Max- 
imo Abad representing Gen. Marciano Trias, for the Filipinos, the prisoners 
were released at Buenavista on October 14, 1900. 


Paragraph 31 of the report of Maj. J.C Bates, U.S.V. reads, 


October 14. The small boats of the Bennington went ashore of Buena Vista 
and brought away all the American prisoners. The prisoners turned over 
were, Captain Shields, and 48 men, Company F, Twenty-ninth Infantry, 
(captured near Boac July 31) and a civilian Negro, William Huff. 
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Organization of the Infantry Battalion and the Militia Battalion 


This is an account of Luis Mercolesia on Mackey capture as told by 
Felix Mercolesia, the only surviving son of Luis. 


“During the height of the battle, I was able to infiltrate the ene 
my lines; I got the chance to kill one of the enemies. I dragged him 
In a secluded place, undressed him and wore his uniform. Dis 
guised as an American soldier, I was able to get near the main force 
of the Americans. Soon the tide of the battle was in our favor. Badly 
demoralized, they retreated toward Bamban. 

I concentrated on Mackey and I decoyed him to be separated 
from their main force while our own troops were in hot pursuit. To 
sow confusion, we used fire crackers and used hunting dogs to tract 
them. Many of our men were armed with bolos and spears. By this 
time, Mackey and I were running toward Bamban; the growing dark 
ness proved to be the best ally of my disguise. Two Filipinos overtook 
us and the rest of the Americans. Two Filipino soldiers were followi 
ng us, thinking that we two (Mackey and I) were Americans. When 
they were very near us, I looked back and recognized them as Nazon 
and Matre. To let them recognize me, I shouted “Si Luis ako, hindi 
ako Americano”. At this juncture, Mackey, realizing that he was de 
ceived, tried to elude me. But now the odds were three to one; he 
(Mackey) unfortunately jumped into thick sapinit vines and we 
pounced on him. Thus, ended the dramatic capture of Mackey! It was 
almost sunset and it was already dusky when we led him to 
Balimbing passing the trail leading from Bamban to Balimbing. 
Mackey was later turned over to Capt. Teofilo Roque, leader of the I 
nsurgents stationed in Balimbing in the house of Cabezang Sito( Ani 
ceto Manrique). 
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Officers of the Revolutionary Force Appointed 


Politico-Military Governor Martin Lardizabal in his capacity as Com- 
mandant of the Revolutionary Force in Marinduque had appointed the fol- 
lowing officers of the Infantry Battalion. 


1st Company of the Infantry Battalion 


Maximo Abad -Captain, Commandant 
Isabelo Silva -1st Lieutenant 
Juan Echavarria -2nd Lieutenant 
Simon Malajacan -2nd Lieutenant 


2nd Company of the Infantry Battalion 


Teofilo Roque -Captain Commanding 
Gumersindo de la Santa -2nd Lieutenant 
Crisanto Lozano -2nd Lieutenant 
Crispin Chavez -2nd Lieutenant 


Although fierce fighting between Filipino and Americans were raging 
in many parts near and around Manila, Marinduque seemed to be less per- 
turbed. Everyday, the inhabitants seemed to live peacefully; business, 
trade and agriculture were going on as if there is no war. All local govern- 
ment units were functioning normally and the officials were performing 
their duties. Merriment was reigning in the town as well as in the barrios. 
The officers and the soldiers were however quite apprehensive that the ene- 
my would soon come, so they kept on training and preparing for any even- 
tuality for they believed that the Americans will come sooner or later. 
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Arrival of the Americans in Marinduque 


The Americans knew well that the beef supply of Manila are from 
Marinduque, Romblon and Masbate. They were also knowledgeable that 
there is a built up of Revolutionary forces in the island. Gen. Bates, in 
command of Southern Luzon, ordered Col Hardeing, together with ele- 
ments of Company A and Company F United States Volunteers, embarked 
in U.S.S. Villabos and steamed from Cavite to Marinduque. On April 25, 
1900 they landed in the shores of Laylay. 


However, before their landing, the Militia sentinels in Laylay had 
caught sight of the column of smoke rising from the horizon. Immediately, 
a soldier was dispatched to town to inform Commandant Martin Lardizabal 
who at once gave order to sound the “lambuli”. Hearing the sound, the sol- 
diers who were out of their headquarters and barracks ran back to their 
barracks and the townspeople became panicky and ran to their houses. 


The Revolutionary Force was ordered to rush the Infantry to Laylay 
to occupy the trenches on both sides of the road leading from Laylay to 
Santol hills and to man other strategical locations. 


It was around 9 o'clock in the morning of April 25, 1900, when the 
Commandant changed his plans for he did not want to endanger the town. 
He ordered his Aide-de-Camp, Lt. Pedro Madrigal to relay the counter order 
to the company commanders to withdraw immediately the two companies 
from the trenches to avoid encounter with the enemies who have roughly 
disembarked. The Revolutionary Force withdrew to the eastern outskirts of 
the town of Boac so that it would be easier to withdraw to Bamban. 


The ship dropped anchor near Laylay port. Soon Colonel Hurden, 
disembarked elements of Company A, 29th Infantry, U.S. Volunteer under 
Lieutenant William A.Well at Boac and established his barracks at the con- 
vent of the Boac Catholic Church and at the house near the church. 
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The ship dropped anchor near Laylay port. Soon Colonel Hurden, 
disembarked elements of Company A, 29th Infantry, U.S. Volunteer under 
Lieutenant William A.Well at Boac and established his barracks at the con- 
vent of the Boac Catholic Church and at the house near the church. 


What follows is an excerpt from the War Correspondent accompany- 
ing Colonel Harden. 


“We landed at Laylay and met no opposition from the insurgents. We occu 
pied both sides of the street leading from Laylay to the town. We occupied the 
convent of the Catholic church and the house near the church and the 
Provincial Capitol building in the town proper”. 


As per records, the house occupied by the Americans happened to be the 
residence of Ex. Governor Vicente Trivinio which also served as Provincial 
Capitol during those days. 
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Command Post of Commandant 


Commandant Martin Lardizabal had established his command post 
at Mt. Balagbag in Bamban, Boac. Afterwards he summoned all the com- 
manding officers of the Revolutionary Force and gave them verbal orders 
on the following: 


1. The two companies of the Infantry battalion under the command 
of Capt. Maximo Abad proceed to Santa Cruz 


2. Appointment of Capt. Maximo Abad as Chief of Operations in 
addition to other duties. 


3. Giving instructions to Militia officers to take good care of their 
soldiers and to advise their guards to be alert at all times, day and 
night. 


4. Enjoining all men carrying arms to avoid firing encounters with 
the enemy to economize the ammunition. Failure to observe strictly 
this order would subject the violators to severe punishment. 
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Showcase of Unity and cooperation of the civilian populace 


On April 28,1900, three days after the arrival of the American at 
Boac, a delegation of prominent people from Gasan, Marinduque headed by 
Municipal President Don Esteban Sevilla, traveled on foot across moun- 
tains to reach the command post of Commandant Lardizabal -who was also 
the Politico Governor of Marindque, - to confer with Commandant Lardiza- 
bal for an “entente” (understanding). The delegation composed of Don 
Esteban Sevilla, Don Mariano Rodriguez, Don Baltazar Luces Luna, and 
Don Jose de Leon and many other persons. The main objective of the dele- 
gation’s visit was for a cordial understanding and to offer to the Revolution- 
ary Force all the aid that would be required of them from Gasan. They of- 
fered food, money, and men for the Revolutionary cause. The Commandant 
was very grateful and appreciative for such voluntary act on the part of the 
people of Gasan. 


On the fifth day since their arrival, the Americans had not sent pa- 
trol outside the town to reconnoiter. While Commandant Lardizabal was in 
his post in Balagbag, Bamban, he had received very disturbing reports of 
what were going on in Sta. Cruz. He dispatched his Aide-de-Camp, Lt. Ped- 
ro Madrigal to investigate and settle the matter. 
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Military Conference between Americans and Filipino Military Heads 


After a week since their arrival, the American Colonel sent a courier 
to the command post of the commandant bearing a letter of invitation for a 
conference. The conference was set to take place at 8:00 o'clock the follow- 
ing morning at the Provincial building in Boac on the subject of finding a 
way on how to avoid the fight between the Filipinos and the American in 
Marinduque. Also stipulated in the letter, Filipino officers can wear their 
uniform insignia of their ranks while attending the 3-day conference and 
they will be accompanied safely during and after the conference up to their 
return to their camp. The order was said to be unaffected whether the re- 
sult of the conference would be favorable to both sides. Commandant Lard- 
izabal instructed his Aide-de-Camp to write a letter of acceptance which 
was handed to the same courier for delivery to the American Colonel. 


Early the next morning three Commandants and the Aide-de-Camp 
clad in their rayadillo uniform complete with the insignia of their distinc- 
tive rank - three gold stars on each shoulder straps of the commandant 
and two silver stars on each shoulder straps of the Aide - left on horseback 
to go to town for the conference. At daybreak, the two officers reached 
Tampus, the eastern end of the town, and as they went up Mataas na 
Bayan although very far yet from the church, they caught sight of the 
American guard standing on the top of the eastern wall of the church com- 
pound. As they passed the American sentry, the guard executed the mili- 
tary salute and simultaneously shouted to call the attention of the other 
guards to render the honor due the passing officers. When they reached 
the Provincial Building (the residence of Ex-Governor Vicente Travino) they 
dismounted and were met by Staff Officers of the Americans who escorted 
them to the conference hall. 
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After a few minutes after finishing breakfast, the conference was de- 
clared open. It was conducted in English. An interpreter sat in the confer- 
ence to translate the talk from English to Spanish and vice-versa. On the 
second day of the conference, Commandant Lardizabal received a letter 
from the Chief of Operations, Captain Maximo Abad, offering a suggestion 
for the talks. His suggestion was, for the Americans to leave Marinduque 
for the time being and that the President of the Republic, General Emilio 
Aguinaldo, would surrender or be captured, the Revolutionary Force of Ma- 
rinduque would accordingly surrender. The Filipino Revolutionary confer- 
ees sponsored it as the subject in the talks. The conference which lasted 
for 3 days ended in a loss-loss situation. Capt. Abad's suggested solution 
was not accepted by the Americans. The conference ended in a deadlock. 
No positive solution was arrived at. 


“After the conference the Commandant was stricken with his 
“colico” (colic) illness and was unable to return to his command post. His 
Aide, now a Captain, left the town and headed to the Battalion camp via 
Gasan. When his presence in Gasan was noticed, he was surrounded by 
government officials and the prominent people who were very anxious to 
know the result of the conference. On his way to Buenavista, he was in- 
formed of the appearance of the Americans troops in Santa Cruz on the 
feast day of the town. He and his companion spent the night in Buenavis- 
ta. 


First, excerpt from a report of lst Lieut. Horace M. Reeve, to Maj. 
Gen. J.C.Bates, U.S.V. Commanding Department of Southern Luzon, Ma- 
nila, P.I 


“The United States troops on the island are the following: Company A, Twenty 
ninth Infantry, U.S.V. (Lieutenant Wells) garrisoning Boac. F Company, 
Twenty-ninth Infantry .U.S.V. (Captain Shields) garrisoning Santa Cruz since 
June 5, 1900”. 


“The writer did not include in this writeup, the Battle of Kinyaman (Santa Cruz) due to two reasons, with apology 
to early history researcher 
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Reorganization on the Infantry Battalion 


On May 6, 1900, Captain Abad, Chief of operation of the Revolution- 
ary Force in Marinduque, decided to convert the Infantry Battalion into 
Guerilla Units by dividing the two infantry companies into four Guerilla 
Units. The units were distributed to strategic places in a manner that all 
the towns could be properly taken care of. The first Guerilla Unit was as- 
signed to Gasan region, the second Guerilla Unit to Boac, Mogpog region, 
the third Guerilla Unit to Santa Cruz region, and the fourth Guerilla unit 
to Torrijos region. 


The Battle of Paye (Boac) and Battle of Pulang Lupa (Torrijos) -The 
Twin Victory of the Marinduquenos. 


The suggestion laid down in the conference by the Filipino conferees 
received a negative response from the Americans. They were adamant in 
their decision to remain in the island comewhat may. The Filipinos, sens- 
ing that the Americans are poor in jungle fighting (Guerilla Warfare) real- 
ized that their only advantage was the knowledge of the terrain led the of- 
ficers to divide the infantry to four guerilla Units. 


These conditions resulted to greater tensions on both camps which 
triggered the Battle of Paye. 


Ang tagumpay ng sistema ng gerilya ay nakasalalay sa suporta ng 
mamamayan. Malinaw sa pananagumpay ng pakikidigmaang gerilya, ang 
mga mamamayan ay nagpahayag ng kanilang suporta sa kanilang pama- 
halaan sa ilalim ni Kapitan Teofilo Roque. 


Pagkalipas ng labanan sa Paye, ang pagtipon sa mga sibilyan sa 
isang concentration camp ay isinagawa ng mga Amerikano. Ang mga ma- 
mamayan mula sa mga baryong nakapaligid sa Paye ay tinipon sa baryo ng 
Tanza malapit sa Boac. Dito naganap ang pananalbahe ng ilang sundalong 
Amerikano. Isa sa mga ito ay tangkang panghalay sa isang dalaga saman- 
talang naliligo sa ilog na malapit sa Biglang Awa. 
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Sa tangkang panhahalay ng mga Amerikano kay Baldomera, isang 
napakasimatikang dalaga, nagdulot ito ng kapighatian sa dalaga. Tuman- 
da siyang dalaga hanggang sa siya ay namatay. Napakahalaga sa mga Pili- 
pino ang dangal noong panahong iyon. Ang mahipo lang sa dulo ng daliri 
ng isang dalaga ay nawawalan na ng dangal ang turing. 


Maliban dito, gumamit ang mga sundalong Amerikano ng mga pa- 
maraang di-makatao tulad ng pag-tortyur gamit ang tinatawag na “water 
cure” at “rope cure” makakuha lamang ng impormasyon tungkol sa mga 
gerilya. Ang mga eksenang akala mo ay sa pelikulang bakbakan mo 
lamang mapapanuod ay may malaking pagkakatulad sa mga kaganapan 
sa panahon ng sigwa laban sa imperyalistang Amerikano. Tulad ng 
nabanggit na, ipinatupad ng mga Amerikano ang patakarang ng rekonsen- 
trasyon. 


Pagkalipas ng labanan sa Paye maraming pagbabago sa Boac. Di- 
nagdagan ang puwersa sa garrison sa Boac at nagpalit ng pamunuan ang 
mga Amerikano. 


The garrison had the following officers, Capt. Henry H. Banholtz, 
Major Price, Lt. King and Lt. Benham. This show of force brought anxiety 
and feat to civilian populace. To dissuade the civilian from helping the gue- 
rillas, the soldiers of Capt. Banholtz mercilessly killed 128 ponies, 128 
herd of cattle, 82 carabaos and burned great quantities of palay. 


How can there be a battle in Kinyaman on May 3, 1900 feast day of 
Santa Cruz, when it was very clear, there were no Americans yet in Santa 
Cruz at that time. 


Secondly, there was standing order for both camps to refrain from 
having an encounter with the enemy. From April 25, 1900, and three 
months thereafter, no troops big or small were sent out to reconnoiters, 
and on the part of the Filipinos, the third guerilla unit was dispatched to 
Santa Cruz after receiving the order on May 6, 1900. 
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There was also an engagement between the patrol sent out by Capt. 
Banholtz and an element of the 1st and 2nd guerilla units in Naparil, a 
sitio between Balagasan and Tugos Boac. After a short exchange of fire, the 
guerillas withdrew to the mountain fortress of Gasan. In retaliation, the 
American patrol burned some houses in Balagasan and Balimbing includ- 
ing the houses of Baltazar Ledesma and his sister. Both were related to a 
regular soldier of the Revolutionist. 

From August to September, more and more patrols were sent out by 
the Americans, aimed to retrieve the American corporals captured at Paye. 

At this juncture, it was presumed Captain Shields had a knowledge 
that the two corporals captured during the battle of Paye were turned over 
to Col. Maximo Abad, who has his command post in Payanas, a barrio of 
Torrijos. 

On the other side of the Filipino Revolutionist, they were apprehen- 
sive of the military build-up in Marinduque, by planning a garrison in 
Gasan reinforcement in the Santa Cruz garrison of what remains of Capt. 
Shields force. They also know fully well that with the defect of their patrol 
under Lt. William A. Wells, the Americans will be sending patrols with com- 
pany strength. 

Col. Maximo Abad, believing that the officers, who experienced the 
birth of fire in the Battle of Paye, deserved to head the three groups at Pu- 
lang Lupa, and using the two American Corporals as decoy, they drew the 
Americans to the planned ambush site. 

The victory at Paye had a strategic relation to the greater victory at 
Pulang Lupa. 

(Under Secretary Perfecto Laguio and Director Alfredo Medoza in 
their write up “The Battle of Pulang Lupa In Retrospect” has this to say 
“the 2 American corporals, captured at Paye, were used as decoy to draw 
the Americans at Pulang Lupa.” 

Hence, in those two battles, Marinduqueflos emerged victorious 
against the Americans. 
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